1
                                      Philosophy of education: Socrates and Plato
 
                                                                       Name
                                                                    Institution
                                                                      Course
                                                                     Instructor
                                                                        Date
 










  




                                         Philosophy of education: Socrates and Plato
                                                                  Introduction
        Philosophy is a wide subject that incorporates several factions comprising the whole entity as a study and a profession. Within philosophy, there exists the philosophy of education. This branch of philosophy focuses on education regarding nature, process and issues that arise. This exists as a universal practise of applied philosophy engaged at all levels of development centred on the acquisition of knowledge. Phylosophy of education has a long stretching history in the western civilisation being an integral part of its development pushing and seeing great and withstanding progress throughout many centuries. The credits for the advancement of this philosophy are accorded to Socrates and his student Plato. Through their theory, the applicability of this Philosophy are been exponential in contributing to advancement in education. This paper takes a look at the theoretical incentives presented by these two ancient philosophers to offer insight.
                                                                Socrates 
         Socrates was born in 470 B.CE and died in 399 B.CE in Athens. He was one of the many great Greek philosophers and an outstanding scholar whom present-day western philosophy credits establishment. Socrates was admired by his pupils who took his teaching and produced writing which to this day have been integral in education. He is known to have been the teacher to Plato and Xenophon who compiled his teaching. Throughout his life, he was faced with mockery but was known to be a man of conviction, who purposed to gain knowledge as a means of seeking the truth(Kraut, 2020).
Philosophy
         Socrates is considered the pioneer of western philosophy and education. Furthermore, he is also known for the practice of virtue and the composure in seeking knowledge and indulging others to inspire interest. Socrates legacy was created by his students as he did not have any writing that can be attributed directly to him(Kraut, 2020).
         Socrates contribution to education was immense. At the time he began his philosophical expedition, Athens had an education system. His views on education gave a diverse idea and approach that was quite differentiated from the modal education during the time. During his time, he was known to ridicule and ironically confront the noble and the rich who failed to understand the essence of knowledge and the attitudes that were necessary to gain virtue. He was invested in the idea that people should seek individual knowledge, not just as part of a system but rather driven by the need and yearning to learn and be more knowledgeable(Barista,2015).
          The theory was invested in inspiring people to be more engaged in learning and seek out more knowledge to help others gain and unlock their potential. In his theory, there is no particular person who can be called a master of knowledge and hence the interaction with others would ensure continuous development of each individual as they take interest in learning and being better virtuous people(Barista, 2015).
           Education, according to Socrates, is transcendence from a lower level to another one. Furthermore, he identified that knowledge didn't belong to a particular individual and everyone is charged with ensuring it is passed through to others for continual learning. Socrates theory of education gives a directional approach towards learning expressed as invested efforts to understand the truth(Barista,2015). He proposed education to be fueled not by expectations for good grades or hopeful professions, but by the need to understand one's environment and be able to relate effectively morally and ethically.
                                                                  Plato
        The pointing case discussing education majorly revolves around Plato and his numerous writing which went ahead to pave the way for modern-day education. He was born in 428 B.CE and died in 348 B.CE in Athens. He is known as the most accomplished student of Socrates. The latter is known to have had no writings and the much that is associated with him are the writings of Plato known as Socratics. He is known as the father of modern-day tertiary education through the establishment of the first academy in Athens(Meinwald, 2020).
philosophy of education
        The philosophy of education was better advocated for and well-referenced through the writings of Plato and his contemporary analogies that went as far as giving enlightening contexts that provoked learners and those around him to be more aggressive towards seeking knowledge and enlightenment. This particular philosophy seeks to enhance more practicality to the otherwise theoretical approach. Through his simplicity in writing, the model for modern-day education, educators and learners are enabled(Dawn et al, 2020).
        Plato's theory expounds on education as teaching and learning love, knowledge and truth-seeking to be able to apply it effectively with virtue, morals and ethics. As aforementioned in the case of Socrates, Plato's theory advocates acquisition of knowledge as a necessity to rightful live in to promote and appreciate love, virtue and beauty. The need to learn more and seek the truth was a concept by Plato, Multum non multa, meaning education should not be specific to a particular subject but a collective of all knowledge available and the willingness to engage, that is being a scholar(Dawn et al, 2020).
         The philosophy of education according to Plato's concept of Ordo Amoris expresses it as rightfully guiding and training virtues, love, tastes and beauty. He insisted on the need to love knowledge which was limitless and available for all. The analogy of 'The Cave' presents a summary of the main ideas of Plato. From his interpretation of the analogy, education exists as a light(eye-opener ) that differentiates one soul. Furthermore, to be able to see the light requires the right motivation for educating and learning(Dawn et al,2020). The role of the knowledge ones is to ensure that individuals make an effort to help others through the path of attaining the truth similar to the concept by Socrates.
                                           Philosophy of education in the modern world
         Philosophy of Education in the modern world is greatly contributed by the theories of Plato, majorly because of his incentive to write. It has been a focal point in this particular sector, being a cause of continuous debates.
Implications
        Education has become a compulsory system whereby, it is a basic right for everyone to be educated. This closely relates to  Plato's ideas that proposed education should be granted to everyone and allow the development of everyone's capabilities. Furthermore, discrimination against sex is no longer an issue in education guaranteeing equality for all. According to Plato's insight, no matter the hope for the future and the expectations regarding the roles and responsibilities in society, all people are deserving of education(Through Education, 2019).
         In modern times, particularly in the western world, all children from the age of 5 through to their late teens are enrolled in school and undergo basic education after which they either enter the workforce where their skills and knowledge are put into practice. Furthermore, others go beyond this point for tertiary education to specialise and gain more knowledge(Through Education, 2019). This aligns with Plato's theories on the Phylosophy of Education which acknowledges the process and the levels in education.
Relevance
        The significance of the philosophy of education posed by the theories of Socrates and Plato are important in the education system for both the educators and the learners. However, it relies upon the educator's capabilities in understanding and employing them. To educators, they serve a key role in guiding responses and being more productive. It helps the educator to; determine the rightful approach in educating, mould the learners in preparation for roles in society, to avoid prejudice and offer right judgements, and ensure collective and unitary functionality with the learner(Edsys, 2020).
                                                               Conclusion
           Philosophy of education is presented as an important aspect of the education system. The historical foundations of this branch of philosophy attributed by Socrates and Plato create the basis from which the evolution of education began and progressively continued to date formulating the present modern-day standards In education. Socrates' and Plato's view of education can be considered as a successful initiative that has seen more and more people seeking knowledge and understanding. The ideals presented by these two philosophers have instituted education as an important aspect of society from which much gains can be acquired by the individual and those around them.
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